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Agenda
Thursday, March 9, 2023

8:00 - 9:15 am - REGISTRATION & NETWORKING 

9:15am - 9:30am - WELCOME REMARKS
S. TIEN WONG - CEO, Opus8, Inc.; Founder, Big Idea CONNECTpreneur Forum
ALEXANDER TRIANTIS - Dean, Johns Hopkins Carey Business School

9:30am - 9:40am - TEDCO & MARYLAND VENTURE FUND UPDATE
JACK MINER - Chief Investment Officer, TEDCO

9:50am - 10:25am -  INVESTOR PANEL
Moderated by ALEXANDER TRIANTIS - Dean, Johns Hopkins Carey Business School
MAURICE BOISSIERE, Chief Customer Officer, DataTribe
MARK GROVIC - General Partner and Founder, New Markets Venture Partners
KATHERINE HILL RITCHIE, Senior Director - Venture Funds, TEDCO
ANDY MAGLIOCHETTI, Managing Partner, IronGate Capital Advisors

9:40am - 9:50am - MARYLAND TECHNOLOGY COUNCIL UPDATE
KELLY SCHULZ, CEO, Maryland Technology Council

10:25am - 11:00 am - COMPANY SHOWCASE / ROCKET PITCH 
Showcase of promising early stage companies. Companies introduced by:
MARK HAAS - CEO, Association for Enterprise Growth
SARA CLASPER - Associate, NEXT, powered by Shulman Rogers

 

Presenting Companies

ASEELapp - Nasrat Khalid
Flurrent - Vennard Wright
Medwatch - Kelin Kushin

PRIVO - Denise Tayloe
 

RENDR - AJ Ballatin
Skreens - Marc Todd

VYV - Colleen Costello

11:00am - Noon - NETWORKING and COMPANY EXHIBITS



TIEN WONG, CEO, OPUS8, INC.
Tien is Chairman and CEO of Opus8, an investment and advisory firm which helps technology companies
and alternative investment fund managers raise capital. He is also Chairman of Lumious, an international
leader in learning analytics, as well as Chairman of Lore Systems, a cloud services provider. Tien co-
founded and served as CEO of CyberRep, Inc. until its acquisition by Affiliated Computer Services.
CyberRep was one of the largest privately held CRM outsourcing companies in the world with over 2,300
employees and $80 million in revenue. Today, the CyberRep/ACS business is one of the world’s largest
CRM operations, with $3 billion in revenue as divisions of Xerox, Conduent, and Continuum. He serves on
the boards of The Washington Institute for Business, Government & Society, Virginia Investment
Partnership Investment Advisory Board, Junior Achievement, Association for Enterprise Growth, and
Refraction. He was appointed by Governor Martin O’Mally to the 9-member Maryland Venture Fund
Authority which allocates and manages $84 million into VC funds and companies. He is an Entrepreneur in
Residence at Georgetown University’s McDonough School of Business, and a graduate of Dartmouth
College.

Speakers

ALEXANDER TRIANTIS, DEAN, JOHNS HOPKINS CAREY BUSINESS SCHOOL
Alex Triantis is dean of the Johns Hopkins Carey Business School. Since becoming dean in 2019, he has led
the revision or launch of several programs and initiatives focused on what’s next in business. These include
Carey’s reimagined full-time MBA with emphasis in health, technology, innovation, leadership, and
business analytics.
Prior to Carey, Alex was dean of the Robert H. Smith School of Business at the University of Maryland. As a
Professor of Finance, his expertise lies in the areas of corporate financial strategy and valuation. He has a
PhD from Stanford University, and bachelor’s and master’s degrees from the University of Toronto. He
currently serves as vice chair and chair-elect of the board for AACSB (the Association to Advance
Collegiate Schools of Business).

MAURICE BOISSIERE, CHIEF CUSTOMER OFFICER, DATATRIBE
With over 20-years of leadership experience at early-stage venture-backed companies, I've developed a
unique set of skills and instincts that I now enjoy using to help founders build their ventures faster. I work at
DataTribe, a cybersecurity startup studio that invests in and co-builds startups and I teach Entrepreneurship
at the Smith School of Business at the University of Maryland. I also serve on the advisory boards of the
Dingman Center for Entrepreneurship at the Smith School and UM Ventures' Maryland Momentum Fund.

SARA CLASPER, ASSOCIATE, NEXT POWERED BY SHULMAN ROGERS
Through the NEXT platform, she typically represents early-stage seed and emerging growth companies and
helps position them for success. Sara advises local and national companies on private equity, venture
capital transactions, mergers and acquisitions, compliance issues, capital raises, equity compensation and
other general corporate matters.
Sara effectively balances efficiency with risk mitigation in her deal transactions. Prior to her work with
NEXT, Sara spent 6 years as a persuasive litigator, honing her problem solving and negotiation skills and
deepening her understanding of the type of contractual provisions that can eventually lead to disputes. This
unique background for a transactional attorney enables her to anticipate the potential hurdles that a
business transaction may encounter and foresee the importance and implications of each element of a deal
during negotiations.



MARK HAAS, CO-FOUNDER / CEO, ASSOCIATION FOR ENTERPRISE GROWTH
Mark Haas is President of Research and Organization Management, a strategy development and
performance management consulting firm based in Washington, DC. He advises executives and Boards on
diagnostics, strategy, business models and performance management aimed at growth, strengthening
operations and agility. His consulting includes leadership training for Tanzanian energy executives,
developing curricula to train consultants in 40 countries for an international bank, crafting strategy and
innovative business models for a $120million nonprofit, merging two scientific associations, reorganizing a
biomedical research agency, revitalizing a human service nonprofit and developing strategy for a national
vital records enterprise.

Speakers

KATHERINE HILL RITCHIE, SENIOR DIRECTOR, VENTURE FUNDS, TEDCO
Katherine Hill Ritchie has 19 years of finance and investment experience. She founded Private Capital
Investments while she was working in Geneva, Switzerland in 2009 when she realized there was a need for
personalized investment services for family offices beyond typical brokers, bankers or wealth managers.
Katherine has worked internally and as an advisor to 8 family offices, 4 Billionaires, through her firm. She
serves as Director and Board Member for Nottingham Spirk Family Office, and her past roles include: Simon
Group Holdings, Eden Capital, PEX Global, and Wedge Alternatives. She spent 7 years in Switzerland
where she was a Managing Director at Palladio Alternative Research and Senior Analyst and Investment
Committee Member for the Saad family office’s $3.5 billion investment portfolio. She is an angel investor, a
member of Citrine Angels, and is on the investment committee for University Impact, a social impact VC
fund. Katherine is an advisor to several start-ups and focuses on female and diverse founders, technology,
medtech, consumer and impact related ventures. 

ANDREW MAGLIOCHETTI, MANAGING PARTNER, IRONGATE CAPITAL ADVISORS
Andy Magliochetti is co-founder and Managing Partner of IronGate Capital Advisors, a VC firm focused on
early-stage investment in technologies with dual-use applications in national security and the civilian
economy. He has 23 years of investment, principal, and advisory experience in the real estate, defense, and
technology sectors. Andy was previously a Partner at Maroon Capital Group, a New York-based merchant
banking firm, where he focused on the real estate and defense sectors and executed assignments
throughout the United States, Asia, and Europe. He serves on multiple non-profit boards, including that of
USO Foundation, and serves as an advisor to a number of early-stage companies throughout the United
States. Andy earned a BA in Economics from Ohio University, an MS in Finance from Penn State University,
an MS in Data Science from Northwestern University, and an MPS in Homeland Security and Defense from
Penn State University.

MARC GROVIC, GENERAL PARTNER, NEW MARKETS VENTURE PARTNERS
Mark Grovic has been investing in high growth companies since 1992. Mark founded New Markets Venture
Partners in 2003 and has helped build the firm into a US market leader investing in high impact education
and workforce companies. Prior to New Markets, Mark was a Portfolio Manager for the Small Enterprise
Assistance Funds, a $200 million managed emerging market venture capital company, Director of Estonia-
based Baltic Small Equity Fund, a Co-Founder and Principal of the Templeton Emerging Europe Fund, as
Principal of Templeton Direct Advisors, and a Portfolio Manager of Private Equities at the Calvert Group, the
US market leader in Socially Responsible Investment. Previously, he was a Professor at the University of
Maryland where he has taught a top ranked Private Equity Clinic for 16 years, and also taught classes in
ethics and new venture finance. Prior to that, Mark was also an award winning Professor of International
Business at Howard University.  Mark graduated with Honors from the University of California, Berkeley and
received a Juris Doctor from the Georgetown University.



KELLY SCHULZ, CEO, MARYLAND TECHNOLOGY COUNCIL, FORMER SECRETARY, MARYLAND
DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE
Kelly Schulz is a mother, wife, successful small business owner, and served seven years in Governor
Hogan’s administration as the Secretary of Labor and Secretary of Commerce. Most recently, as Maryland
Secretary of Commerce, Kelly oversaw the state’s primary economic development agency. Under Kelly’s
leadership, the department also served as the largest resource to provide financial assistance to struggling
Maryland companies adversely impacted by COVID-19. Kelly was successfully elected to the Maryland
House of Delegates, representing Frederick County. As a Delegate, Kelly took her knowledge and
experience as a small businesswoman and served on the Economic Matters Committee where she focused
on legislation relating to banks and other financial institutions, business occupations and professions,
economic development, labor and employment, unemployment insurance, and workers’ compensation.
Recognized by Governor Hogan for her knowledge and expertise on economic matters, she was appointed
as Secretary of the Maryland Department of Labor, Licensing and Regulation in 2015, where she managed
nearly 2,000 employees and oversaw an annual budget of $375 million.

Speakers
JACK MINER, CEO, TEDCO
As TEDCO’s Chief Investment Officer, Jack stewards the organization’s investment and due diligence
processes, leads the Builder, Seed and Maryland Venture Funds, and manages the investment portfolios to
maximize financial return and ensure a lasting impact for the State of Maryland. Jack is an experienced
entrepreneur, economic development specialist, and subject matter expert for venture-stage technology
startups. He successfully partners with R&D teams, strategic investors, and investment colleagues to
develop and communicate the vision and launch strategy while optimizing the success of pipeline assets.
Jack is adept at vetting companies and teams, evaluating investment strategies, and measuring results. He
is focused on designing and implementing corporate venture processes using the most current techniques
and trends to attract investors, improve company valuations, and bottom-line return to stakeholders.
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JOHNS HOPKINS CAREY BUSINESS SCHOOL
Grounded in the Johns Hopkins’ legacy of excellence and research, Johns Hopkins Carey Business School
shapes business leaders who seize opportunity, inspire change, and create lasting value. We bring a
modern business perspective to Johns Hopkins by shaping leaders who build for what’s next ®. With
campuses in Baltimore, Md. and Washington, D.C., Carey offers full-time, part-time, and online MBA and
MS degree programs, and executive education programs for the global marketplace that are data-driven
and built to compete in an everchanging business world. Carey’s faculty are thought-leaders, trailblazing
what’s next in the business world and in the classroom. And at Carey, we learn by doing. For more
information, visit carey.jhu.edu.

Our Partners

TEDCO
TEDCO is Maryland’s leading source of funding for early-stage, technology-based businesses. Our mission
is to enhance economic empowerment by fostering an inclusive and entrepreneurial innovation ecosystem.
We identify, invest in, and help grow technology and life science-based companies in Maryland. Over the
last 24 years, TEDCO has provided significant value to the state’s start-up community by supporting over
10,400 Maryland jobs and generating more than $2.3 billion in statewide economic activity as of 2021.
Learn more by visiting us at tedcomd.com.

NEXT powered by SHULMAN ROGERS
NEXT disrupts the legacy legal industry by offering a broad range of fixed fee solutions (stand-alone
products and annual legal plans) delivered by senior attorneys with valuable business expertise. NEXT
solves the problem that startup and emerging growth companies face when launching their business as well
as scaling: lack of access to predictable legal fees, seasoned attorneys, the latest technology and key
business services. We use cutting edge technology platforms to deliver real efficiencies, transparency and
a collaborative environment for clients, attorneys and investors. NEXT partners with its clients to de-risk
their business and get to the NEXT level, together reaching each milestone of success. NEXT is powered by
Shulman Rogers, a full-service law firm with nearly 100 attorneys offering superior services across a wide
range of practice areas. The firm also offers robust personal services such as residential closings and trust
and estate planning. Shulman Rogers has earned its reputation for providing quality representation,
business insight and client value, serving as a highly attractive alternative to larger, higher- priced firms and
smaller, less diverse firms. Learn more at ShulmanRogers.com. 

ANTHONY MILLIN, NEXT CHAIR AND PARTNER, NEXT powered by SHULMAN ROGERS
Anthony Millin is the Chair of NEXT and a trusted legal and business advisor to startup, early-stage and
emerging growth companies. As a corporate and securities attorney, a successful serial entrepreneur and a
venture capitalist, Anthony brings a unique legal and business perspective to advising his clients. “Anthony
has had a tremendous impact on the success of my company since we were in the startup phase,” says Dale
Nirvani Pfeifer, Founder and CEO of GoodWorld. “He has not only provided sound and creative legal
support but has also served as a key business advisor throughout the growth of my company.” Anthony
understands firsthand what it takes to start, scale and manage a company, to successfully prepare for and
run a fund raising process, and to address the legal issues faced by a startup. This background provides him
with valuable insights into the legal and business needs of his clients.

AEG
AEG is a growing and profitable company that provides elite business advisors and midmarket CEOs
unprecedented business development and peer to peer networking opportunities through an ecosystem of
city- based communities. Deliberate culture and technology create deep personal relationships to drive fast
and efficient business referrals that accelerate business development and growth for these advisors and
CEO peer groups.

http://www.carey.jhu.edu/
https://www.tedcomd.com/
https://www.tedcomd.com/
https://www.tedcomd.com/
https://www.tedcomd.com/
https://www.tedcomd.com/
https://www.tedcomd.com/
https://www.tedcomd.com/
https://www.tedcomd.com/


Our Partners

MARK HAAS, CEO, AEG 
Mark Haas is President of Research and Organization Management, a strategy development and
performance management consulting firm based in Washington, DC. He advises executives and Boards on
diagnostics, strategy, business models and performance management aimed at growth, strengthening
operations and agility. His consulting includes leadership training for Tanzanian energy executives,
developing curricula to train consultants in 40 countries for an international bank, crafting strategy and
innovative business models for a $120 million nonprofit, emerging two scientific associations, reorganizing
a biomedical research agency, revitalizing a human service nonprofit and developing strategy for a national
vital records enterprise. 

NEW YORK LIFE 
At the heart of New York Life is a commitment to be there for our customers when they need us—whether
today or decades into the future. We have delivered on that promise for over 175 years by investing wisely,
growing a portfolio of strategic businesses, and remaining true to our mission as a mutual company,
accountable only to our customers, not to outside investors. For our customers, that means having the
confidence that comes with knowing they can build a better future for themselves and those they love.

ENTERPRISE TRANSFORMATION SOLUTIONS
INES LEBOW, FOUNDER AND  PRINCIPAL @ilebow1
Ines LeBow is the Founder and Principal Startup Consultant at Enterprise Transformation Solutions (ETS),
which advises entrepreneurs on how to position themselves for funding. Over the course of her 30+ years in
the industry, Ines has helped companies secure more than $800M in funding, led start-ups and turnarounds
for companies with up to $500M in revenue, managed 11 M&A transactions, and guided 9 companies to a
successful exit. With expertise spanning Operations, Executive Leadership, and Mentoring, Turnarounds,
Revenue implementation, Engineering, as well as Communications, Ines has helped many companies
prepare for VC and angel investment.

https://www.tedcomd.com/


Thank you to
our Partners



Thank you to our
Host Committee!

Marco Avila
President/Chairman
Maryland Hispanic

Chamber of Commerce

Jeff Cherry
Managing General

Partner
Conscious Venture

Partners

Tasha Cornish
Executive Director

Cybersecurity
Association of Maryland

Chris Haug
CEO

360° Venture
Management Group

Vijay Lakshman
Managing Director
Mindgrub Ventures

Laura Neuman
Venture Partner

NextGen Venture Partners

Brian Meritt
Managing Director
Global Deployment

Partners

Pramod Raheja
CEO

Airgility

Chris Ross
Managing Director

Truist Financial



Thank you to
our Prep Team!

MALI PHONPADITH
CEO

SOAR Community
Network

INES LEBOW
CEO

Enterprise Transformation
Solutions

JACKIE LUO
Partner

TCV Growth Partners

EVAN SHUBIN
Pres. and Founder

Results.now, Inc. and
Candlelight Partners

LAURA HILL
SVP

Equifi

BOB LONDON
CEO

Chief Listening Officers

MARISSA LEVIN
CEO

Successful Culture
International

JET LU
Customer Solutions

Amazon Web Services

ESTEFANIA PALOMINO
CEO

Aleph Leadership



www.facebook.com/Connectpreneur

The Big Idea CONNECTpreneur Community

www.twitter.com/Connectpreneur

#BICP2023
for a chance to be

featured on our page!

www.youtube.com/c/CONNECTpreneur



April 20, 2023
D.C.

2023 In-Person
 

Upcoming Events

March 30
 

April 27

2023 Virtual
 

Register for our
next virtual event 

Register for our
next In-Person event 


